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the quarrel for the possession of his body, all the stranger
because out of that quarrel the new world shaped itself.
We can see a reflection of his power and authority in the violent
ambitions that clashed now he was dead; for the men who
fought to share the world he had conquered, like gamblers
dividing a spoil, were once his obedient servants. The
sovereignty which he wore with such grace and ease, even
finding it insufficient for his ambition, was almost too much
for the crowd of lesser men who struggled for a share, their
only claim the fact that they had been good enough to work
for him.

It is probable that Alexander's body was mummified like
that of an Egyptian pharaoh, though no writer has left an
account of this. Diodorus merely says that the coffin was
filled with aiomatic herbs which gave out a pleasant scent.
Strangely enough, evidence of mummification comes, not
from classical, but from Eastern, sources. Historians like
Mas'udi, though writing long after the event, had ancient
authorities at their disposal, and although a great deal of
their narratives are inaccurate, there is in parts a solid basis
of fact. It is interesting that Mas'udi should say that, at
the order of Alexander's mother, the body was first dipped
in tar and then taken out of a gold coffin and put in one
of marble less likely to rouse the cupidity of tomb robbers.
There is confusion of facts here, for the change of coffins
belongs to a later episode, but the icference to the tar may
well be a memory of the mummification of Alexander.
An Ethiopic manuscript says that, after having been
washed with aloes, the body of Alexander had " honey of
bees" poured over it. This again looks like a reference to
mummification.

But whether the body was embalmed or not, it is certain,
that a long time elapsed, nearly two years, before it set out
towards its resting-place. Artists, jewellers, goldsmiths, and
engineers were engaged to make a splendid funeral car,
and the result of their labours must have been a remarkable
construction. It was a huge golden temple on wheels,
whose roof was upheld by rows of Ionic columns. From the
roof hung bells which gave out a solemn tolling with the
motion of the car. The shrine inside, which held the huge